capitalist ally of the US and worthwhile recipient of its foreign aid and investments, and the resulting potential for the weakening of French regional hegemony.
These transnational political dynamics are examined through detailed case studies using largely archival data of three regional development initiatives in Ivory Ultimately, "Euro-American modernity" was both method and motive. And, as a consequence, this becomes a story about overextension and the "temerity" of the Ivorian state in its quest for that particular brand of development. A series of questionable choices and structural factors are exposed: for example, overleveraging via international capital markets; overzealous pursuit of import-substitution in the agricultural sector; the ballooning of parastatal organizations intended as a safety valve for increasing calls for Africanization of the civil service among the growing cohorts of young, college-educated Ivorians; the worldwide energy crises and resulting drop in demands of the 1970s; and the vagaries of global markets for agricultural commodities.
Yet, Ivorians themselves are not denied agency in this tale. On the contrary, the westward outreach of "Le Vieux" (Houphouët-Boigny) and Ivorian policymakers is a recurrent theme in the book, and their fingerprints are inevitably on these projects for better or worse. It is fitting, then, that the book wraps up with discussions of the actions of "everyday" Ivorians to interpret and respond to the opportunities and challenges of this modernist developmentalism: from internal migrants crafting bidonvilles (shantytowns) on the outskirts of the otherwise-planned and modernist city of San Pedro, to the contentious writing and protest of Ivoirian students and teachers who responded to the encroachment on academic freedoms by the authoritarian Houphouët-Boigny regime.
Overall, this line of research is an important contribution to studies of development, economic diplomacy, neocolonialism and foreign policy, and raises interesting questions going forward. To begin, Bamba suggests that this history inevitably led to austerity measures and structural adjustment programs. And, yet, his book highlights how critiques were being raised by both the radical left and neoliberal conservatives. It would be worthwhile to explore why this period wasn't followed by a more leftist critique of dependent underdevelopment rather than the ascendancy of the neoliberal paradigm.
The author also makes it clear that US foreign policymakers largely viewed French neocolonialism as an impediment to a "true" Western-style modernity in the region, and the French foreign policymakers did their part whenever possible to ensure that American firms were disadvantaged in their bids for development contracts.
However, it is unclear to what extent US foreign policymakers responded in meaningful ways to these actions, particularly given the focus of their Cold War gaze elsewhere in Africa and the Global South.
Within the Ivorian state itself, the book also raises interesting points about the factional politics surrounding the "indigenization" of the state and its development apparatuses, including the parts played by Henri Konan Bédié and Laurent Gbagbo.
Given their linkages to the later unraveling of national solidarity and the breakdown of the political regime, it would be worthwhile to trace how their trajectories were rooted in the debates of the Thirty Glorious Years.
Finally, while Bamba claims that the interpretation and activities of "ordinary"
Ivorians are critical to the story of modernist developmentalism, many of the political actions described in the book might still be considered to have been elite-led. In future
